
 

Inventory No: IPS.H   

Historic Name: Brownville Avenue Mill Housing

Common Name:

Address:

 

City/Town: Ipswich

Village/Neighborhood: Ipswich

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Residential District; Workers Housing

Significance:
Architecture; Community Planning; Ethnic Heritage;
Industry

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on:   Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 10:26 AM

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 
J K 

±'b£?> 
J K 

m I p s w i c h 

le of area (if any) B r o w n s v i l l e Ave, 
1 1 Houses 

eral date or period 1695-1910 

rea uniform (explain): 

tyle? yes ( m i l l housing) 
;ondition? yes ( w e l l maintained) 
ype of ownership? v e s ( p r i v a t e ) 
lse? yes ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map oi xaa area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

spa • • • 
ftROWNSVILLE A V E -?MH!RO ••••••• 

• ~ ~ ~ 

a 
• 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

6. Recorded by Margaret E. "vv'elden 

Organization I p s w i c h H i s t o r i c a l Conm. 
Date Oct. 1978 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

A t the t u r n o f the 20 th c e n t u r y , Har ry Brown e s t a b l i s h e d a h o s i e r y 
m i l l c a l l e d the Brown Stocking Mil l Co. atop the h i l l n o r t h e a s t o f the 
cen te r o f I p s w i c h . I n the f i r s t o p t i m i s t i c f l u s h o f h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
(which b r i e f l y employed 800 o p e r a t i v e s ) , Brown l a i d out B r o w n s v i l l e 
Ave. j u s t south o f h i s f a c t o r y and b u i l t 22 houses, e x t e n d i n g west 
from the f a c t o r y down the slope o f B r o w n s v i l l e Ave. t o T o p s f i e l d 

The h o s i e r y m i l l soon f a i l e d , but the houses r e m a i n . ' A l l are f r o n t -
gabled w i t h f r o n t porches , and v a r y from 1-g to 2-j s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t 
Deco ra t i v e d e t a i l i n g i s min ima l and cons i s t s o f gable r e t u r n s , t u r n 
ed porch b a l u s t e r s , and s imple b r a c k e t s . U n i f o r m i t y o f l o t s i z e 
and se tback , r e p i t i t i o n o f very s i m i l a r des igns , and a s t a i r - s t e p 
e f f e c t o f the r o o f l i n e s c rea te a cohesive s t r ee t s cape on the steep 
h i l l . Though c l o s e l y spaced on narrow l o t s , the Browoisv i l l e houses 
have u n u s u a l l y deep r e a r y a r d s , many w i t h l a r g e gardens. 

Today some o f the houses have been a l t e r e d t h r o u g h s y n t h e t i c s i d ­
i n g , enclosed porches , and o the r a d d i t i o n s , b u t many r e t a i n o r i g i n ­
a l d e t a i l i n g . The cohesiveness o f the s t r e e t s c a p e , r e l i a n t as i t i s 
on u n i f o r m i t y o f placement and massing, remains l a r g e l y u n a f f e c t e d 
by tr.ese a l t e r a t i o n s . B r o w n s v i l l e Ave. r ep resen t s a group o f l a t e 
1 9 t h - e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y m i l l houses t h a t were and are f a r more 
succes s fu l than the f a c t o r y t h a t spawned them. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

See above and MHC inventory forms for B r o w n v i H e Avenue (MHC #384-405), Brown 
Stocking Mill (MHC #303), Broadway Avenue (MHC #372-376), and Burleigh Place 
(MHC #406-408). 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Harold Bowen, Tales of Olde Ipswich., v o l . I . 
I . ? . Waters, Ipswich H i l l s and f a c t o r i e s , p.33. 

Rd. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. \^ t > t 

Community: Form No: 

Property Name:' 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT 

This area appears to be eligible for listing on the National Register under Criteria 
A and C. Its well-preserved mill building and cluster of houses, all built by the 
Brown Stocking Mill Company, are representative of industrial development in Ipswich 
in the late 19th and early 20th century. The houses are well-preserved and the 
historic streetscape is retained. 

St? ? t o I n v e n t o r y form at } torn 



F O R M A - A R E A S U R V E Y Form numbers in this area Area no. 
H 

1. Town I p s w i c h 

Name of area (if any) B r o w n s v i l l e Ave, 

M i l l Houses 

3. General date or period 1595-1910 

4. is area uniform (explain): 

in style? y e s ( m i l l h o u s i n g ) 

in condition? y e s ( w e l l m a i n t a i n e d ) 

in type of ownership? v e s ( p r i v a t e ) 

in use? y e s ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) 

map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
e completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
cluding route numbers, if any) and indicate north, 
lventoried on Form B . 

%\nn • • •• ••• 
r- g R O W N S V I L L E A V E . 

• 

• • • • • • • • • • 
7 D • 

• 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

5M-5-73-075O74 

6. Recorded by M a r g a r e t E . Welden 

Organization I p s w i c h H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date O c t . 1978 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

At the t u r n of the 20th century, Harry Brown e s t a b l i s h e d a h o s i e r y 
m i l l c a l l e d the Essex Hosiery Go. atop the h i l l n o r t h e a s t of the 
center o f Ipswich. I n the f i r s t o p t i m i s t i c f l u s h o f h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
(which b r i e f l y employed 800 o p e r a t i v e s ) , Brown l a i d out B r o w n s v i l l e 
Ave. j u s t south of h i s f a c t o r y and b u i l t 22 houses, extending west 
from the f a c t o r y down the slope of B r o w n s v i l l e Ave. to T o p s f i e l d 
Rd. 
The h o s i e r y m i l l soon f a i l e d , but the houses remain.' A l l are f r o n t -
gabled w i t h f r o n t porches, and vary from 1^ to 2 i s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t 
Decorative d e t a i l i n g i s minimal and c o n s i s t s of gable r e t u r n s , t u r n 
ed porch b a l u s t e r s , and simple brackets. U n i f o r m i t y of l o t size 
and setback, r e p i t i t i o n o f very s i m i l a r designs, and a s t a i r - s t e p 
e f f e c t o f the r o o f l i n e s create a cohesive streetscape on the steep 
h i l l . Though c l o s e l y spaced on narrow l o t s , the B r o w n s v i l l e houses 
have unusually deep r e a r yards, many w i t h l a r g e gardens. 

Today some o f the houses have been a l t e r e d through s y n t h e t i c s i d ­
i n g , enclosed porches, and other a d d i t i o n s , but many r e t a i n o r i g i n ­
a l d e t a i l i n g . The cohesiveness of the streetscape, r e l i a n t as i t i s 
on u n i f o r m i t y of placement and massing, remains l a r g e l y u n a f f e c t e d 
by these a l t e r a t i o n s . B r o w n s v i l l e Ave. represents a group of l a t e 
1 9 t h - e a r l y 20th century m i l l houses t h a t were and are f a r more 
successful than the f a c t o r y t h a t spawned them. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Harold Bowen, Tales o f Olde Ipswich, v o l . I . 
T.F. Waters, Ipswich M i l l s and F a c t o r i e s , p.33. 
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Original yellow form: Eligibility file 

c o p i e s . j n v e n t o r y f o r m 

Town fi1e(w/corresp.) ~ 
Macris 
NR d i r e c t o r 

M H C OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER 

Community: ^^oUi'cU^ 

Date Received: Date Due: Date Reviewed: 

Type: Individual ^is^ict^Attach map indicating boundaries) 
Name! &mwn ^ck** M,'«S H D mentor. Form: 
Address: 

Requested by: 

Action: 

Agency: 

Honor 

J 

TTC Grant R & C Other: 

Staff in.charge of Review: 

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES 

_ Eligible 
Eligible, also in district 

_ Eligible only in district 
_ Ineligible 

_ More information needed 

CRITERIA: 

LEVEL: ^ Local J 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANC^Dy 

B 

State 

DISTRICTS 

X^Eligible 
Ineligible 
More information needed 

7 D 

National 

n-f F ,3 * 7 l f 

N > v X«AJb ^ £• S>^Q T 7 / £ ^ S ^ P ^ rf%£i&r?y ^^Pjfay ffftv^'W >»%«tC f^i>~, 

, l r & T l h ^ J S f t r ^ V f f f S U ^ ' b t o / > v ^ C v ^ ^ f i ^ , t ( X C v A t r r j O ^ V ^ 
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