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Inventory No: IPS.H
Historic Name: Brownville Avenue Mill Housing

Common Name:

Address:

City/Town: Ipswich

Village/Neighborhood: Ipswich

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Residential District; Workers Housing
Significance: /Ibr\]rccj:Sistter;ture; Community Planning; Ethnic Heritage;
Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
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Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)
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REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
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5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map oI tng area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an '"x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

OEEn Oooool] oo, - et
: RROWNSVILLE AVE.

300000000000
D %

3

VAERITD)

Q1313509

AV LNVYSVY314 ‘LW

™m
C <eE ATACHED BEXPANDED MAY OF Potenim - Ngz’D\stlCTB

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Namgasot £ 0 n o
USGS Quadrant

Organization Ipswich Historical Comm.

MHC Photo no.

Date Qct. 1978

(over)

SM_S.7NT75Nn74



7. Historical data. Explain the bistorical_/architectural importance of this area.

At the turn of the 22th century, Harry trown established a hosiery
mill called theBrown Stocking Mill éo.atop the hill northeast of the
center of Ipswich. In:khe. Liret o igtic flush of his enterpriae
(which briefly employed 800 operatives), Lrown laic out Brownsville
Ave. just south of his factory and built 22 houses, extending west
from the factory down the slope of krownsville Ave. to Topsfield
Rd.

The hosiery mill soon failed, but the houses remain.: A1l are front-
gabled with front porches, and vary from 13 to 2% stories in height.
Decorative detailing is minimal and consists of gable returns, turn-
ed porch balusters, and simple brackets. Unifor rlty of lot sige

and setback, repitition of very similar cecsigns, and a stair-step
effect of the rooflines create a cohesive streetscape on the steep
hill. Though closely spaced on narrow lots, the Erownsville houses
have unusuzlly deep rear yards, many with large garaens.

Today some of the houses have bpeen altered through synthetic sid-
ing, enclosed porches, and otaer additions, but many retain origin-
al detailing. The cohesiveness of the streetscape, reliant as it is
on uniformity of placement and massing, remains largely unaffected
by tzese alterations. brownsville Ave. represents a group of late
19th-early 20th century mill houses that were and are far more
successful than the factory trhat spawned them.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

See above and MHC inventory forms for Brownville Avenue (MHC #384-405), Brown

Stocking Mi1l (MHC #303), Broadway Avenue (MHC #372-376), and Burleigh Place
(MHC #406-408).

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Earold Bowen, Tales of Olce Inawic“, Vol

T.¥. Waters, Ipswich Fills anc ractories
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT

This area appears to be eligible for Tisting on the National Register under Criteria
A and C.

Its well-preserved mill building and cluster of houses, all built by the

Brown Stocking Mi11 Company, are representative of industrial development in Ipswich
in the late 19th and early 20th century.

The houses are well-preserved and the
historic streetscape is retained.
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FORM A - AREA

i Name of area (if any) Brownsville Ave.

Mill Houses

3. General date or period 1893-1910

4. Is area uniform (explain):
in style? yes (mill housing)
in condition? vyes (well maintained)

in type of ownership? yes (private)

- in use? yes (residential)

map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
- e completed on Formsg B thru F, using corres-
~lcluding route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
ventoried on Form B.

e
4 3
= — {1}
N noooooooNa o 1
\g BROWNSVILLE AVE.
#EDDDDDDDDDD%
<
Ik
0|z
=
%
134,
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by largaret E. Welden

USGS Quadrant

Organization Ipswich Historical Comm.

MHC Photo no.

Date ‘Oct. 1978

(over)

5M-5-73-075074 \ \ 3



105, W 3

7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architec't“;ra‘i ?mportance of this area.

At the turn of the 20th century, Harry Brown established a hosiery
mill called the Essex Hosiery Co. atop the hill northeast of the
center of Ipswich. In the first optimistic flush of his enterprise

" (which briefly employed 800 operatives), Brown laid out Brownsville
Ave. just south of his factory and built 22 houses, extending west '
from the factory down the slope of Brownsville Ave. to Topsfield

Rd.

The hosiery mill soon failed, but the houses remain.cAll are front-
gabled with front porches, and vary from 13 to 23 stories in height.
Decorative detailing is minimal and consists of gable returns, turn- .
ed porch balusters, and simple brackets. Uniformity of lot size $
and setback, repitition of very similar designs, and a stair-step f
effect of the rooflines create a cohesive streetscape on the steep i
hill. Though closely spaced on narrow lots, the Brownsville houses

have unusually deep rear yards, many with large gardens.

Today some of the houses have been altered through synthetic sid-
ing, enclosed porches, and other additions, but many retain origin-
al detailing. The cohesiveness of the streetscape, reliant as it is
on uniformity of placement and massing, remains largely unaffected
by these alterations. Brownsville Ave. represents a group of late
19th-early 20th century mill houses that were and are far more
successful than the factory that spawned them. )

" 8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Harold Bowen, Tales of Olde Ipswich, vol. I.

T.F. Waters, Ipswich Mills and Factories, p.33.
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